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PURPOSE: To discriminate between similar characters by 
detecting even a slight difference in stroke by 
extracting as the feature value of a character a lime 
series of four kinds of feature values, i.e., stroke 
linearity, a relative length ration, an angle of a 
direction from an initial point to a terminal point, and 
a change in curvature angle of the stroke. 

CONSTITUTION: A unit which extracts features regarding 
strokes of an online character expressed by a time 
series of strokes expressed by a sequence of 
representative points is provided with stroke-feature 
extracting circuit 1. This extracting circuit 1 is 
provided with linearity extracting circuit 2 which 
extracts the linearity of each stroke, length-ratio 
extracting circuit 3 which extracts length ratios, 
direction angle extracting circuit 4 which extracts the 
angle of the direction from an initial point to a 
terminal point, and angle-change extracting circuit 5 
which extracts the angle change showing the curvature of 
each stroke, thereby applying extracted feature values 
to stroke feature storage buffer 7. Then, a slight 
difference between strokes is detected by each feature 
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